the   happiness   of    all bipeds and quadrupeds."     In return the husband promises to do the same.
Further the Veda lays down that they who kill men or slay cows should be outlawed and ostracised (Rig. I. 16-114).
TH? YAJNA.
The Veda teaches that life is sacred, that animals must be protected for they are beneficial to mankind. But then why have animals been decapitated for religious rites hitherto ? How is it that several learned men both of the east and the west have asserted that animal sacrifices are sanctioned by the Veda 2 Before this difficulty can, be solved, it is necessary that the true meaning of the Vedic word for sacrifice should be understood. This word is 'Yajna.' It is a word which is very important in Sanskrit literature. It is this word with which the life history of a Hindu opens and closes. The great grammarian Panini says that 'Yajna is the performance of a Dev Pitja, Sam-gati and Dan. The word Samgati signifies association, or concentration and focussing of powers (of the body and mind). Puja stands for worship and legitimate use. Dan means charity or self-sacrifice,, giving away or expending. Thus flie word Yajna comes to mean the legitimate use of Dev a by means of corporate or m combined action (or concentration of bodily or mental powers), expenditure of wealth or powers. To get at the full significance